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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant(s) 



Winterer et al. 



Examiner 



Liu, Chia-Yi 



Serial No, 



10/757,317 



Confirmation No. 



3521 



Filed 



1/14/2004 



Group Art Unit 



3695 
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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



and Trademark Office in regard to the invention claimed in the above-identified application. In 
compliance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, such documents are listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449, 
This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted according to the following 
selected paragraph(s): 

[X] This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b) (1 ) within 
three months of the filing date of a national application other than a continued 
prosecution application under 37 C.F.R. § 1.53(d); (2) within three months of the date of 
entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.491 in an international application; 
(3) before the mailing of a first Office action on the merits; or (4) before the mailing of a 
first Office action after the filing of a request for continued examination under 37 C.F.R. 
§1.114. 

O This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c) prior to 
either a final action or a notice of allowance. Payment for the fee required by 37 C.F.R. 
§1.1 7(p) is hereby authorized to be charged to Deposit Account No. 02-4377. 



Sir: 



Enclosed herewith are patents and/or publications for consideration by the Patent 
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This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c), with a 
statement under, 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) prior to either a final action or a notice of allowance. 
The undersigned hereby states that (check one): 

|~1 each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was 
first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. 

0 no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification after 
making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 

1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d), with a 
statement under 37 C.F.R. §1 .97(e), after a final action or a notice of allowance but prior 
to payment of the issue fee. Payment for the fee required by 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(p) is hereby 
authorized to be charged to Deposit Account No. 02-4377. The undersigned hereby 
petitions that this Information Disclosure Statement be considered prior to issuance of the 
patent. The undersigned hereby states that (check one): 

□ each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was 
first cited in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. 

1 | no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was 

cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification after 
making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 
1 .56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure 
statement. 
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□ The references listed on the accompanying PTO-1449 were either cited by the Examiner 

or previously submitted in parent application U.S. Serial No. , filed 

. Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98(d), the references are not required if the 

earlier application is identified and relied upon for an effective filing date under 35 
U.S.C. § 120 and therefore are not enclosed herewith. 



Co-Pending Application Disclosure 

[X] Applicants would like to bring to the attention of the Examiner the following co-pending 
patent applications, which are also listed on the accompanying PTO-1449: 



Serial No. 


Filing Date 


09/144287 (US 6,315,193) 


8/31/1998 (11/13/2001) 


09/842522 (US 6,793,131) 


4/25/2011 (9/21/2004) 


10/914766 (US20050209962) 


8/9/2004 (9/22/2005) 


1 1/560212 (US20070250442) 


11/15/2006(10/25/2007) 


12/437323 (US20100094735) 


5/7/2009(4/15/2010) 


13/024129 (Abandoned) 


2/9/2011 


13/113820 


5/23/2011 



Disclosure of Office Actions and Responses in Co-Pending Applications 

£3 Applicants would like to bring to the attention of the Examiner the following Office 

Actions issued in co-pending patent applications and Responses to Office Actions filed in 
such applications, which are also listed on the accompanying PTO-1449: 



Serial No. 


Date of Office Action or Response 


10/914766 


8/1 8/201 0 Amendment and Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) 


11/560212 


5/31/201 1 Amendment and Request for 
Continued Examination (RCE) 


11/560212 


12/29/2010 Final Office Action 


11/560212 


10/25/2010 Response to Non-Final Office 
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Action 


12/437323 


9/29/2011 Non-Final Office Action 


13/024129 


5/25/201 1 Notice of Abandonment 



This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better 
art exists and does not constitute an admission that the listed documents are material or constitute 
"prior art." If the Examiner applies the documents as prior art against any claim in the 
application and applicants determine that the cited documents do not constitute "prior art" under 
United States law, applicants reserve the right to present to the Office the relevant facts and law 
regarding the appropriate status of the documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the 
patentability of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should the documents be 
applied against the claims of the present application. 

Applicants believe no additional fee is due in connection with this submission. 
However, if any additional fee is due, or if any overpayment has been made, the Commissioner 
is authorized to charge any such fee or credit any overpayment to our Deposit Account No. 02- 
4377. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 

Brian Boerman 
Patent Office Reg. No. 66,678 

30 Rockefeller Plaza 
44th Floor 

New York, NY 10012-4498 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
212-408-2500 
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Substitute for form 144 WTO 


Application Number 


10/757,317 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Filing Date 


1/14/2004 


Inventor(s) 


Winterer et al. 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Art Unit 


3695 


(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Examiner Name 


Liu, Chia-Yi 


Attorney Docket Number 


070457.1675 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 




No. 


Document No. 


Issue/Publication 
Date 


Applicaiit(s) 




1. 


20030061157 


3/2003 


Hirka et al. 




2. 


20040215560 


10/2004 


Amalraj et al. 




3. 


20050177502 


8/2005 


Thomas 




4. 


20050192895 


9/2005 


Rogers et al. 




5. 


20060206425 


9/2006 


Sharma 




6. 


20090043702 


2/2009 


Bennett 




7. 


7502760 


3/2009 


Gupta 



CO-PENDING U.S. PATENT APPLICATIONS 





No. 


Application Serial No. 


Filing Date 




8. 


09/144287 (US 6,315,193) 


8/31/1998(11/13/2001) 




9. 


09/842522 (US 6,793,131) 


4/25/2011 (9/21/2004) 




10. 


10/914766 (US20050209962) 


8/9/2004 (9/22/2005) 




11. 


1 1/560212 (US20070250442) 


11/15/2006(10/25/2007) 




12. 


12/437323 (US20 10009473 5) 


5/7/2009(4/15/2010) 




13. 


13/024129 (Abandoned) 


2/9/2011 




14. 


13/113820 


5/23/2011 



Examiner 
| Signature 



* Examiner: Initial citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 
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Substitute for form 1449/PTO 


Application Number 


10/757,317 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 


Filing Date 


1/14/2004 


Inventor(s) 


Winterer et al. 


STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 


Art Unit 


3695 




Examiner Name 


Liu, Chia-Yi 


(Use as many sheets as necessary) 


Attorney Docket Number 


070457.1675 



OFFICE ACTIONS AND RESPONSES IN CO-PENDING U.S. PATENT APPLICATIONS 





No. 


Application Serial No. 


Date of Office Action or Response 




15. 


10/914766 


8/18/2010 Amendment and Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) 




16. 


11/560212 


5/31/201 1 Amendment and Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) 




17. 


11/560212 


12/29/2010 Final Office Action 




18. 


11/560212 


10/25/2010 Response to Non-Final Office Action 




19. 


12/437323 


9/29/201 1 Non-Final Office Action 




20. 


13/024129 


5/25/2011 Notice of Abandonment 


OTHER DOCUMENTS (Non-patent literature) 




No. 


Include name of Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc. 




21. 


International Search Report and Written Opinion for PCT/US1 1/37595, dated 9/8/201 1. 



Examiner 
Signature 



* Examiner: Initial citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



